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Biographical/Historical Note:  In 1968 the Speech and Theatre department was created out of the 
English department. On 1/1/1977 the department of Mass Communication was divided. Part of the 
department was combined with Speech and Theatre to form the Department of Communication and 
Theatre and the rest formed the  Department of Journalism. 
 
On 09/10/1987 the Board of Regents approved the separation of Theatre and Communication, which 
was effective on 07/01/1999. The existing department is Communication.  The broadcasting part 
combined with Journalism to become the School of Journalism and Broadcasting. 
 
Dept. Heads 
Randall Capps  01/01/1977-9/16/1982 
J. Regis O'Connor 
William E. Leonard (acting) 1983 summer session 
William E. Leonard (acting)   -8/15/1987  
Randall Capps  11/1/1987-8/1/1994 (sabbatical 89/90)  
Judith Hoover 9/1/1989-6/30/1990 (acting head while Capps is on sabbatical) 
Larry Winn (interim) 8/16/1994-6/30/1995  
Larry Winn  7/1/1995-7/1/1999  
Sally J. Ray  7/1/2000- 
Daniel Modaff 
Helen Sterk (current in 2014) 
 
Description:  Records created by the Communication Department. 
 
     Subseries 1. Publications 
     Subseries 2. Student Organizations 












Forensics Team (WKU) 







Accession Information: These records were transferred to the WKU Archives upon its creation.  
Records were transferred to the WKU Archives from the WKU Communication Department in 
accordance with the records retention schedule. 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
 
Preferred Citation: UA68/3 Communication, WKU Archives, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA. 
 
Processing Information: Records processed and collection inventory by April McCauley, 2014. 
06/10/2014 






UA68 Potter College of Arts & Letters 3. Communication 
Series 
WKU Archives 
Records created by the Communication Department. 
  
     Subseries 1. Publications 
     Subseries 2. Student Organizations 






Scope & Content 
Records 




Creator Date Title 
UA68 Potter College of Arts & Letters 3. Communication  Series 1. Publications 
Subseries 
WKU Archives 






Scope & Content 
Records 
UA68.3 Linked to 
Box 1 1 
Brochures for various Communication (WKU) programs including Confidence in Speaking, The Weekend 
College, Speech-Communication, and the Graduate Program in Communication.  Most of these are undated. 







Creator Date Title 
UA68 Potter College of Arts & Letters 3. Communication 2. Student Organizations 
Subseries 
WKU Archives 






Scope & Content 
Records 
UA68.3 Linked to 
Box 1 1 
Entry forms and broadsides for debate tournaments, public forums, and informational meetings hosted at 
WKU.  Also, a small booklet and memos reporting various awards and titles won. 
  
1973-1974 Forensics at WKU season summary, D2571   http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/stu_org/46  
Abortion 
American Forensics Association 
Back, Kerry 








Class of 1974 (WKU) 
Darby, Dorothy 
Davis, William L. 
Debate on Open Dorms broadside D110 
Delta Sigma Rho 


















Memo from Sally Ray to all faculty re: WKU Forensics Wins National Championship 04/10/2008 
Memo from Judy Woodring to all faculty re: World Champions 03/14/2007 
Memo from Sally Ray to all faculty re: WKU Forensics Team Wins NFA National Championship 04/19/2006 
Memo from Sally Ray to all faculty re: WKU Forensics Team Captures Seventh World Title 03/15/2006 
Memo from Sally Ray to all faculty re: WKU Forensics Team Wins International Championship! 03/17/2005 
Metz, Jill 
Mignerey, James 
Mock Trial Team 
Nance, Melayna Brown 
National Forensics Association 
National Forensic League District Finals 
Nelson, Lydia 
Ohio Valley Conference Forensic Tournament 
Pendleton, Doyle 














Forums (Discussion & debate) 




Box 1 2 
Forensic Society Alumni Association Board of Directors 07/09/2004 
Forensics at Western Kentucky University brochure D2570 
Western Kentucky University Forensics sticker 
Western Kentucky University William E. Bivin Forensic Society Alumni Association brochure, ca. 2003 
William E. Bivin Forensic Society, includes image of 1996 team 
William E. Bivin Forensic Society, 1998 
World Champions postcard, 2003, D2581 






Box 1 3 
2003 team banquet program including haiku and quotes from team members and photos of the team from 












Class of 2003 (WKU) 











































 OS Box 38 17 
Western vs. Murray in a Public Debate   D2582 




OS Box 48 9 
The Gilmore Question, Public Debate, 1977    D2572 
  
Communication and Theatre (WKU) 
Delta Sigma Rho 
Tau Kappa Alpha 
WKU Forensic Union 






Creator Date Title 
UA68 Potter College of Arts & Letters 3. Communication 3. Administration / Curriculum 
Subseries 
WKU Archives 







Scope & Content 
Records 
UA68.3 Linked to 
Box 1 1 
Caillouet, Larry 
Jordan, Natalie, Western Hosts Conference on Public Speaking, PCDN 10/13/2007 
Periodic Evaluation Committee Report, Department of Communication and Theatre, ca. 1985 
Troutman, Richard L. 
Wade, Debi, Interview Skills as Important as Degree, PCDN 12/5/1984 
  
This folder also includes a flow chart representing the history of the department through time- from Speech 
and Theatre then Communication and Theatre then Communication and Broadcasting then Communication in 
1999. 








Box 1 2 
Classroom materials and program requirements including a description of the requirements for a Major in 






Little Brownie Bakers Crisis Management Plan 
Murrell, Jr., Richard C., Oral Imitation, Auditory Discrimination, and Articulation of Consonant Speech Sounds, 
Communication Skills Specialties, 1974 
Smith, Tracy 
Walter, Bridget Mary 
WKU Communication 1974-1993 Curriculum 
Communication 
Curriculum 
Speech therapy 
Description Subjects 
